THE
ALVARADO
HOTEL
An lbuquerque landmark
is slated for destruction.
"In a burst of rh etoric, a flow
of red carpe t and th e glow of
myri ad brilli ant electric lights" th e
Alvarado Hotel op ened on May 11,
1902. Local bu sinessmen and civic
leaders expec ted that th e building
of the hot el "would attract th e
wea lthier classes to stop in Albu querque on thei r tr avels to th e
West.":
The Alvarado was designed in
1901 by Cha rles F. Whittlesey of
Chicag o. It s working drawin gs,
however , we re prepared by th e
architectural department of th e
Santa F e Railro ad. The hotel was
planne d in conjunc tion with an adjoining restaurant, gift shop an d
railr oad depot and offices. These
sepa ra te function s were joined together in th e design by arched
arcades which surround much of
the groun d floor of th e bu ilding.
Jon Somuelson, Photog ropher
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T he Alvarado, an early photograph

The wall surfaces of the bu ilding were covered
with rough stucco and were kept simple and unclutter ed, Historical and ornam ental features were restricted to the upp er parts of the building and certain of the interior areas. On the upp er sections
were located projecting parapets, towers and the
like which obviously had been derived from such
California Missions as the San Diego de Alcala, Santa Barb ara, and San Luis Rey de Francia.
While the hotel does repr esent a continuation
of the early Mission Revival of California, it also
reflects the Spanish-Indian Revival which was just
beginnin g to become popular in New Mexico. It
was not until the teens that the Spanish-Indi an
Tradition, or as as it is often called, the "Pueblo"
or "Santa Fe" style came into its own.
The Alvarado "represents an important landmark in the development of New Mexico architecture .
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It is trad itional in the tru e mean ing of the term,
in that it entails a forceful visual statement most
closely rep resentin g the times in which it was built>
The Alvarado Hot el is now thr eatened with
destru ction. The Fred Harvey mana gement intends
to close the hotel and dinin g facilities sometime
after the first of the year. The building has been
scheduled for destruction shortly thereafter. Concerned citizens and civic lead ers of Albuquerque
have asked the Santa F e Railway officials to postpone demolition until studies can be completed
which will determin e the role that the Alvarado
building might play in the re-development of downtown Albuquerque.
The Alvarado building is old, some 67 years
old, but initial investigations seem to indicate that
the structure can be retain ed as an integral part
of the Albuquerque downtown plan s. At no cost

!:LEYATIOI-J

NMA November-D ecember 1969

21

New double-insulated
Dyzone roof deck
is self-venting

FRO
CO CEPIIO
CO PLElIO
Griggs Exclu sive
Push Back Chai rs

O n top, a layer of seamless, permanent
O Zonolite
lightweight insulating concrete
that can be sloped to drain easily and economically, so leak-making puddles and ponds don't
stay on the deck.
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Bel ow , Dyfoam Ventboard. It's composed of
D yfoam expanded polystyrene boards sandwiched between laminating material. The insulating concrete combined with Dyfoam Ventboard
gives you economical U values down to .0.3.

Chairs

~

Are
For

Vents are built right into the Dyfoam Vent~ b oa r d . Water vapor passes through the laminating material into the vents, and is channeled
out to the edges of the roof.

Sitting

No joints, no tape, no adhesives, no vapor
barrier are needed with the new Dyzone roof
deck. A thin slurry of Zonolite insulating concrete serves as the bonding agent between deck
and structure.

Large people, little people , quiet people ,
squiggly people . Particular people .
For assembly or aud itorium seating to
keep creatures of comfort happy, we ask
you to sit down on the job and judge!
Griggs Push Back Chairs are beautiful
strong , comfortable and meant to
welcome th e contours of particular peop le .

Zonolite roof decks can only be applied by
applicators we have trained and approved . U pon
completion, the decks are certified to m eet specifications.
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Architects regularly use our design consultation
services for:
Science labs / Offices / Artrooms / Dormitories /
Libraries / Auditorium seating / Home Economics
labs / Gymnasiums

UNIVERSITY BOOK STORE
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ALLIED SUPPLY CO.
2122 Central , SE
Phone 243·1776
Albuquerque. N . M .

Gentlemen : Economic al Insulati on dow n to U .031 Certified I Versatile l No mess ing around with Join ts, tape, glue or
vapor barrIers I Please send me complete Informati on
and specifications on OYZONE roof decks rIght away .
NAME

_

T IT LE
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ADDRESS
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MAIL THIS :
Zon olite Div., W. R. Groce & Co.
D e p t . NM 11
clo Southwest Vermiculite Co.
S 119 Edith Blvd.
Albuquerque, N. M. 87 107
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to th e city, The Albuquerque Chapter , ALA, ha s
volunteered to provide an evalua tion of th e structural conditions, and to pr ep ar e cost es timates for
need ed repairs. To b e sure, as a hot el it might not
be able to be an economic or feasible part of thos e
plans, but oth er uses ar e bein g suggest ed and
stud ied . Th er e is a need for a continuation of th e
Alvarado's fine dining facilities, and for meeting
rooms wh er e food se rvice is av aila bl e. It ha s been
suggested that a first -rate night club be included
with th ese dining faciliti es. The existing courts
and th eir surrounding cov er ed walks have suggested
th e inclusion of small craft and regional shops.
Broader dev elopment plans have included th e possibility of a Railroad Mus eum. Again th e Albuquerquc Chapter , ALA, ha s agreed to eva luate all su gges tions and to formulat e recommended uses for
th e buildin g,
The Alvarado Building has been placed on th e
ew Mexico Register of Cultural Properties. Furth er , th e Alvarado ha s been recommended for inclu sion on th e National Register of Hi storic Places:
final action by th e 1 ational Park Service is still
pending.
The
ew Mexico Cultural Properties Hevi cw
Committee has addressed a letter to th e Albuquerque City Commission exp ressing its concern ab out
th e threat to th e Alvarado Building. In th e letter
th e committee stressed th at it "fee ls strongly th at
th e pr eservation of th e structure is most important.
The building represents an important landmark in
the development of New Mexico Architecture. Furth er, th e Alvarado is th e first ( 1902) building in
New Mexico, designed in th e Spanish-Colonial st yle
of architec ture which th e Atchison, Topeka, and
Santa Fe Railroad adopted , a fte r th e turn of th e

Al varado Hot el , fi re place in din ing room .

century, for its chain of hot els and railway stations
throughout New Mexico, Arizon a and California."
Further , th e Committee pointed out that th e
"Alva rado Hotel has been a social and architectural
landmark in Albuquerque sinc e its op cning in 1902.
It is th e opinion of th e Revi ew Committee that th e
building can and should be a vital historical landmark in th e evolving plans for th e red ev elopm ent of
downtown Albuquerque."
Albuquerque, and, indeed , th e ci tizens of 1 ew
Mexico , ask onl y the tim e to plan and th e cooperation of th e Santa F e Railway Co. in finding
eq uitab le solutions to th e problem of th e pr escrvation of th e Alvarado.
1. " A lbuquerque Journal-D emocrat," May 11, 1902.
2. " Architecture and the Fre d Harvey Houses"
- David Gebhard . NMA , January-February 1964.

Jon Samu elson, Photographer

Th e existing courts and
the ir surrounding covered
walks have suggested the
inclusi on of small craft
and regional shops.

Exterior --~Interior -- Super Bond
Applied Coatings -

(16 Colors )

Depicting the variety of colors of the great Southwest and
Rocky Mountain Region.
An unlim ited number of te xt ures and patte rns can be de veloped w ith stucco. It can be fin ished roug h or smooth, raked,
grooved or dashed. No other material used in construction has
more flexibility of form and mood to aid the Architect in
carrying out his design .
Manufactured in Albuqu erque, New Mexico, (is specially
formulated fo r the Southwest and Rocky Mountain Region )

by

"ee Reg"

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107
Phone (50 5) 345-1208

110 Rutherford N. E.
P. O. Box 6122

EL REY STUCCO FOG-KOTE SPRAY
IA Color Stabiliz ing Spray )

Stucco Co.

PANEL SYSTEM
202
AND TOILET
lami nated plastic

COMPARTMENTS

Phone

1_~ -:2J
FORM ICA® brand Panel System 202 goes
right over almost any structurally sound wall
... no tearing down . .. goes up in a day or
less! Perfect anywhere moisture is a p roblem.
Formica Bra nd Lam ina ted Pla st ic is t he ideal
surfacing mate rial for toilet compartme nts
and ot her rest room pa rtitions, fo r the same
reason it serves so handsomely on su rfaces
in other parts of a building.
FORMICA DISTRIBUTOR

FORM ICA REPRESENTATIVE
RICHARD P. KASSA

268-4589
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ARCHITECTURAL SPECIALTIES
DIVISION
J. C. BALDRIDGE LUMBER Co.
Agents for

P & F CORBIN
Architectural Hardware
and
The Finest in WOOD DOORS
with
Insta Iia tion Ava ilable
write or call

Lloyd Sallee

Bob Park

P. O. Box 139 6
Tel . 243-4546
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103
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WOOD is WARM and WONDERFUL!
MEMBERSHIP :
BALDRIDGE HOME SUPPLY CENTER
GIBSON LUMBER CO.
HOME BUILDERS SUPPLY CO.
BOSQUE FARMS LUMBER CO.

AMERICAN BUILDERS SUPPLY CORP.
SANDIA LUMBER CO.
APACHE LUMBER CO., INC.
GEORGIA - PACIFIC CORP.

U. S. PLYWOOD CORP.
DUKE CITY LUMBER CO.
NEW MEXICO TIMBER INC.

These are the experts on wood and wood products to contact
for inform ati on and consu lt at ion . .. members of

LUMBER MERCHANDISERS ASSOCIA TION
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
\
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serving New Mexico
and the EI Paso area
with

Quality Concrete Masonry Products
and many allied building materials
Modernfold Wood and Plastic Fold ing Doors
Hollo w Metal Doors and Fram es
Reinforcing and Fabricated Steel
Stee l and Formi ca Toil et Partitions
Commercial Hardware
Comme rcial Toil et A ccessories
Moderncote Vin yl W all Cov ering
Residential and Commercial Steel and Alum inum Windows

Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc.

Builders Block & Supply

ce., Inc.

P . O. Box 1633
Roswell , N. 1\1. 88201
505 622·1321

P. O. Drawer F F
Las Cruces, N. M. 88001
505 524·3633

Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc.

Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc.

P. O. Box 10284
Albuquerque, N. 1\1. 87114
505 344·0851

Tel ephone
El Pa so
915 532·9695

Members : New Mex ico Concrete Ma sonry Associat ion , Nat iona l Conc ret e Masonry Association
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if you want the job done right
... do it with gas
SOUTHERN UNION
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GAS COMPANY

